J . #8 The Ladder
M ll/ ¢ of Discontent
Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 (ESV)

A STUDY OF ECCLESIASTES

Ecclesiates 6:1-12 There is an evil that | have seen under the sun, and it lies
heavy on mankind: 2 a man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and
honor, so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give
him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a
grievous evil. 3 If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, so
that the days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with life's good
things, and he also has no burial, | say that a stillborn child is better off than
he. * For it comes in vanity and goes in darkness, and in darkness its name is
covered. > Moreover, it has not seen the sun or known anything, yet it finds
rest rather than he. ¢ Even though he should live a thousand years twice over,
yet enjoy no good—do not all go to the one place? "All the toil of man is for his
mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied. ¢ For what advantage has the wise
man over the fool? And what does the poor man have who knows how to
conduct himself before the living? °Better is the sight of the eyes than the
wandering of the appetite: this also is vanity and a striving after wind.
Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what
man is, and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. 1! The
more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 2 For who
knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which
he passes like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be after him under
the sun?

Everything Under The Sun?

1. There are really only two ways to look at things: GOD’S
PERSPECTIVE and ALL OTHER PERSPECTIVES.

Wealth, Power & Status: No Guarantees

2. Gains in wealth, status and reputation do not guarantee
HAPPINESS. Ecclesiastes 6:2
a. Ungodly discontent is rooted in COMPARISON and ENVY.

b. Dissatisfaction in your SITUATION is dissatisfaction with GOD.
c. When you strive “under the sun” you are attempting to enjoy

THE GOOD GIFTS of God without acknowledging the GIVER.
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Rich or poor, powerful or weak, we all END UP IN THE SAME

PLACE. Ecclesiastes 6:6
4. All things “under the sun” are TEMPORARY. Ecclesiastes 6:7-9

5. You are not in control OF YOUR DESTINY. Ecclesiastes 6:10

What Do We Do?

Ecclesiastes 6:11-12 The more words, the more vanity, and what is the
advantage to man? 12 For who knows what is good for man while he lives
the few days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? For who can
tell man what will be after him under the sun?

6. Stop ARGUING with GOD.

7. Accept that God is SOVEREIGN and LOVING.

8. Seek God’s ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE instead of the NEXT RUNG ON

THE LADDER.

Instead of Pursuing the World. .. Enjoy God’s Daily Gifts
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