
 

 

 

 
 

Aspect #1 – This question starts with a BAD ASSUMPTION = 
 
 
Job 38:1-4 (NIV) Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:  2 “Who is 
this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? 3 Brace yourself 
like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 4 “Where were you 
when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 
 
Job 40:2-5 (NIV) “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let 
him who accuses God answer him!” 3 Then Job answered the LORD: 4 “I am 
unworthy—how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, 
but I have no answer—twice, but I will say no more.” 
 
 
John 11:1-7 (NIV) Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus 
now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his 
feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is 
sick.”  
 4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it 
is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was 
sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, 
“Let us go back to Judea.” 
 
 
Aspect #2 – We live in a broken/ fallen world where sin brings 
about PAIN & DEATH & HURT & SADNESS and all sorts of things 
that don’t seem fair. 

 
 
 

Romans 5:12-14 (NIV) Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because 
all sinned—13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin 
is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, 
death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who 
did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to 
come. 
 
 
 
John 9:1-3 (NIV) As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.  
 
 
 
Romans 8:18-25 (NIV) I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in 
eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was 
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage 
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
  22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
 
 
 
Aspect #3 –We have to recognize WHERE WE ARE in the unfolding 
of the story. 
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