
#12  Pruning The Church That 
It May Bear MUCH Fruit 

Acts 5:1-16 (NIV) 
 

Acts 5:1-4  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a 
piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for 
himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. Then Peter said, 
"Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy 
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't 
it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your 
disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to 
human beings but to God."  
 
• If Satan cannot destroy the church from WITHOUT, he will attempt 

to destroy it from WITHIN. 
 
• God is jealous for the HOLINESS of His Church because He is Himself 

holy!   
 
Acts 5:5-11  When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all 
who heard what had happened. Then some young men came forward, wrapped up 
his body, and carried him out and buried him. About three hours later his wife came 
in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you 
and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price." Peter said to her, 
"How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who 
buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." At that 
moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding 
her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the 
whole church and all who heard about these events.  
 
• ‘‘...deceit interrupts the VICTORIOUS progress of God’s people.’’ 
 
John 15:1-5  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "I 
am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  
 
• It is imperative that the Church SURVIVE, and for it to survive as the 

Church, it is imperative that it WALK IN OBEDIENCE.  
 

Matthew 6:1-4   "Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. "So 
when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  
 
1 Peter 1:13-21  Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on 
the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As 
obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is 
written: "Be holy, because I am holy." Since you call on a Father who judges each 
person's work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. For 
you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen 
before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and 
so your faith and hope are in God.  
 
• The Church must be careful to be vigilant in PERSONAL HOLINESS.  
 
Acts 5:12-16  The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. 
And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. No one else 
dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, 
more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their 
number. As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds 
and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 
Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and 
those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.  
 

• There is a direct connection between the OBEDIENCE and 
FAITHFULNESS of the Church and its EFFECTIVENESS in the world.  

 
• Where His people have FAITH, God MOVES.  
 
• We close ourselves off to the GREATER  WORKS of God when we fail 

to TRUST and OBEY. 
 
• However, when such DISOBEDIENCE and FAITHLESSNESS is 

rooted out, God works MIGHTILY through His people.  
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