#2 The Shepherds:
Excited Evangelism
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Luke 2:8-20 (NIV) And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. *! Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. *This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
2 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, *“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” ©>When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told
us about.” 1 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was lying in the manger. Y’ When they had seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child, **and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. ¥But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. *The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Four Things the Shepherds Did -

#1 - They PERCEIVED Christ

John 10:14-15 (NIV) “I am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my
sheep know me— % just as the Father knows me and | know the Father—and
I lay down my life for the sheep.

Psalm 23 (NIV) The Lorb is my shepherd, | lack nothing. ?He makes me lie
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, ® he refreshes my
soul. He guides me along the right pathsfor his name’s sake. * Even though |
walk through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort me. *You prepare a table before me in the

presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
¢ Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and |
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

1 Peter 5:4 (NIV) And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive
the crown of glory that will never fade away.

John 1:29 (NIV) The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

#2 - They PURSUED Christ

Matthew 7:7-8 (NIV) “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. éFor everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened.

Isaiah 55:6-7 (NIV) Seek the LOrRD while he may be found; call on him while
he is near. "Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their
thoughts. Let them turn to the LorD, and he will have mercy on them, and to
our God, for he will freely pardon.

Deuteronomy 4:29 (NIV) But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you
will find him if you seek him with all your heart and with all your soul.

#3 - They PROCLAIMED Christ

#4 - They PRAISED Christ
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