
Theism in Focus 
 

Norm Giesler = "Theism is the belief that a transcendent God created the 

universe as a reality distinct from Himself but which He actively sustains 

through both a system of natural law which He created and through divine 

intervention at the moments He deems such action appropriate for the 

accomplishment of His divine will." 
 

Romans 1:19-20 (NIV)  ...since what may be known about God is plain to them, 

because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 

God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 

seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without 

excuse.  
 

Romans 2:14-15 (NLT)   Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, 

show that they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having 

heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their 

own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing 

right. 
 

Romans 1:20-25 (NIV)   For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 

qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 

thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and 

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal 

human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them 

over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 

their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, 

and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is 

forever praised. Amen. 
 

How do we know this “Creator”/ “uncaused cause” is the God of the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

Our confidence that Christianity is TRUE rests in reliability of 2 things: 

 

 

 

 
 

Hebrews 1:1-3 (NIV)  In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom also he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven. 
 

1st = The reliability of Jesus = 
 

 

 

 

 

John 10:30-33  (NIV)   I and the Father are one.” 31Again his Jewish opponents 

picked up stones to stone him, 32but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you 

many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 33“We 

are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, 

because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 
 

John 14:6 (NIV)  Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 (NIV)  For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
5and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he 

appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 

time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 
 

2nd = The reliability of the BIBLE = 
 

 

 

 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)   All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
 

Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)  The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our 

God endures forever.” 
 

Hebrews 2:5-10a (NIV)  It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to 

come, about which we are speaking. 6But there is a place where someone has 

testified:  “What is mankind that you are mindful of them, a son of man that you 

care for him? 7You made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them 

with glory and honor 8and put everything under their feet.” In putting everything 

under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at present we do 

not see everything subject to them. 9But we do see Jesus, who was made lower 

than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he 

suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  
10In bringing many sons and daughters to glory… 
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