
        #4  Meet Their Needs 
    Matthew 12:1-8 

                                                    LORD OF THE SABBATH 
 

Matthew 12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the 
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of 
grain and eat them.2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, 
“Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” 
3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he and 
his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for 
them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law 
that the priests on Sabbath duty in the temple desecrate the 
Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that something greater than 
the temple is here.   7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the 
innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

 

Gleanings from the Grain Field... 
#1  Jesus was signaling the advent of a new era, the breaking in 
of the kingdom of God.  
 
#2   All law must serve the Law of Love.   
 
#3   Jesus, Lord of the Sabbath, is the One Who gets to define 
how the Sabbath-keeping principle is rightly to be carried out.   
 
#4  Jesus wants us to meet peoples’ practical needs rather than 
looking for supposedly “spiritual” reasons to avoid doing so. 

 
MERCY IS SEEING THE NEEDS OF OTHERS 

AND MEETING THEM…. JUST LIKE JESUS DID! 
 

Steve Benninger, Lead Pastor 
New Life Church/July 18, 2021 
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