#4 Submit To Every
Authority

ALS.
MPH

1 Peter 2:11-25 Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which
wage war against your soul. *2 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. ** Submit yourselves
for the Lord's sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, ** or to
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.
BFor it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. *° Live as
free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God's slaves. 1’ Show proper
respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. * Slaves, in reverent fear
of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to
those who are harsh. *° For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering
because they are conscious of God. ?° But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong
and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. * To
this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in
his steps. % "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 2 When they hurled their
insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself
to him who judges justly. #* "He himself bore our sins" in his body on the cross, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; "by his wounds you have been healed." % For "you were like sheep going
astray," but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2:11-25 (NIV)

Blameless Living
Peter called his readers to fortify their testimonies with two crucial aspects of righteous living:

1. Apersonal, godly discipline that is inward and private (1 Peter 2:11)
2. Apersonal, godly demeanor that is outward and public (1 Peter 2:12)

Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.”

“Blameless Living” is the single most effective foundation for making the gospel attractive and
believable.

Submission to Civil Authorities
Unless in direct violation of God’s command, we are directed in 2 Peter 2:13 to be subject/submit to
civil authority.

Proverbs 24:21-22 Fear the LORD and the king, my son, and do not join with rebellious officials, % for
those two will send sudden destruction on them, and who knows what calamities they can bring?

Matthew 22:21 "So give back to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

Romans 13:1-7 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. ?Consequently,
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so
will bring judgment on themselves. * For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who
do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be
commended. * For the one in authority is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God's servants, agents of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer. ® Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because

of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. ¢ This is also why you pay taxes, for the
authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. " Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Titus 3:1-2 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do
whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward
everyone.

Attitude of Joyful Submission
Using our freedom to serve Jesus Christ

The Exception - When government orders a believer to act contrary to the revealed word of God
Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than human beings!

Submission to Masters

Ephesians6:5-8 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just
as you would obey Christ. ¢ Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves
of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. ” Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord,
not people, ® because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether
they are slave or free.

Patient Suffering for Doing Good
1 Peter 3:17 For it is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

Follow Christ’s Example
Acts 14:22 . . .strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must
go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.

Isaiah 53:2-9 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. * Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. * But he
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. ¢ We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us
has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. " He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before
its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. & By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression
of my people he was punished. ° He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

We have returned to the Shepherd and are safe and secure forever
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